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As epposed to their isslatien elsewhers, the Soviet Tlement in - me

Vienna exhibits & strange hunger for secisl intercourse with the Western
Pawers. Not enly do they insist that cusiomary official secial gather-
ings be maintsined on their esteblished scale, but are sesking means of
inoressing their contacta. There are twe rigid limitations en this ae-
tivity, howevsr, obvieusly imposed by Moscow -~ social gatherings must

be “ni‘fiahl” and mpresmtaﬁm af.’ all fowr clammu muat be invma&c ‘

Mme the comradely days of 2.945. the numereus constituted agencies i
of the Allled Conmission have custemarily followed their mestings with a :
period of refreshments., FPoliticel differences and other toples apt te "
induse rancor are habitually lafd aside at these sesslons, and an almest '
universal attitude of friendliness is displayed by the Seviets. Any move
towards ocm by reducing the guantity or quality of entertainment =
frequently instigated by the budget officers of the Western Llements —
$s steadfastly resisted by the Seviets. For this same reasen, entsrtain-
med during the Soviet menth i.a generally mere lavish than the remainier
of the cyeclse.

In May 1‘952‘ thc' Sowiétl mm the munbm ot ‘the Allied Gumiui@n !
and thelr families to attend & film at the Soviel Exbasay -- one of the
~ Dew occaslons wher the building is used. The bullding has besn newly
‘ renevated, and the new marble and glass shene 1ike a ducal palace. Ths
/ guests wers received by the Sevist High Commissioner, and plied lavishly
with caviar and vedka. The film, "The Great Cencert", unfortunately .
did not oceme up to level of the remainmier of the mtomnm:z&, Dm'in: ?
the succeeding menths the British and French followsd suit, and thus a ;
new oustom was bern; net withaut seme regret on the part of the Westera
uﬂ‘hﬁ.all alresdy overburdened with soclal ebligstions, it might be adM.

Since lash Aprn tho fellowing films have been shewn :

Seviets . . . . . The Great Concert ' . i
. Tale of the Land of Siberia !
Life of Glinka
Velga - Don Canal

Franth . « o . «  Le Grand Balesn - ’ v ‘
S ¥engieur Fabre |
R Le Grand Patren
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At fipst, the pictures wers given in the ballream of the Allied Cem-
mizsien building; but the §100 expemse of draping the roem to improve the
ageoustics and hiring prejecters proved teo greatl & turden, and the several
elements moved te various available theaters : the Seviets to their Infor-
mation Center, the British and French te a nearby Austrisn theater, and the
IS to the theater maintained by its Military Post. 4s en the first ccea-
sien, refreshments always precede the showings, amd the Seviet Element can
be depended upen to turn eut in full strengbth.

Te gatisfy its obligatiens lagt September, the US Flement invited all
megbers of the Allied Commisaisn te attend the epera, "Porgy and Besa™.
/ Fer reasons never determined, the Soviets failed te sttend — ecccept for
Y three pelitical efficers.

The Soviets usually riespend tg private invitations te the hemss of
Western persennel, although thelr aoceptance ean never bs depended upon in
sdvance. Apparently, such inviatiens regeive careful official seruting,
and are passed upen at a fairly high level. The accepted means of tender-
ing such requests is for the host te sasually mentien his intentien of in-
viting his Soviet colleague, indicating off-hand a sampling of the other
guests expected, and then at a later date presenting the actual {invitation.
In this msnner the Seviet representative is saved enbarrassment, and ghven
an oppertunity to seek & decisieon. This procedure applies more to the
Jower levels of the Soviet Element than to the tep hierarchy.

Near the end of Novexmber, the British Element gave en Allied Cormission
dance, complete with & shampagne dinner. The Soviets not enly turnsd sut
Y en nasse (except for the very top Jevel) but stayed to close the ball.
They appeared to have a genuinely geed time, and have since repeatedly
stressed thet the affsir should be perpstuated. Whether this suggestien
sen be gu}ggwlyw_sidctmlmd, rensins 0 be seen.
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